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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN, GW 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFINGS 


REF: STATE 124719 


1 . PROMPT AND REGULAR RECEIPT OF EXERPTS FROM 
DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFINGS HAS BEEN MOST HELPFUL TO US. 
THEY ARE EXTREMELY USEFUL IN OUR INFORMAL CONTACTS 
WITH THE FOREIGN OFFICE AND PROVIDE US WITH GOOD 
INSIGHT INTO WHAT IS GOING ON IN WASHINGTON. 


2. IN READING THE EXCERPTS, HOWEVER, WE HAVE NOTICED 
MANY TIMES (FOR EXAMPLE, LAST ITEM REFTEL) THAT THE 
SPOKESMAN REFERS TO ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS PREVIOUSLY 
TAKEN OR TO OFFICIAL POLICY STATEMENTS WHICH HAVE 
BEEN POSTED FOR THE PRESS. SINCE THESE ARE CLEARED AND 
CONCISE RESPONSES TO ISSUES OFTEN OF CONCERN IN BONN. 

A WE WONDER IF IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR US 
TO RECEIVE THEM ON A REGULAR BASIS AS WELL. 


3. POUCHED COPIES (ADDRESSED TO THE POLITICAL SECTION, 
AMEMBASSY BONN) WOULD BE ADEQUATE FOR OUR NEEDS AND 
MINIMIZE INCONVENIENCE FOR THE DEPARTMENT. 

STOESSEL 
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